
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated -unaltered original site NIA  
X- good -ruins _X altered -moved date  
-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SrnlMARY DESCRIPTIOPT 

Spotsylvania is a mid-19th-to-early 20th-century county seat village i n  rural  Spotsyl- 
vania County. A t  the center of the town i s  the courthouse square distinguished by a Roman 
Revival courtr\ouse originally bu i l t  i n  1540. Other mid-19th-century buildings which sur- 
vived the C i v i l  \ J a r  ba t t l e  near the village are the county j a i l ,  tsm churches, and a 
tavern. The major residences i n  the town were bui l t  between 1895-1905 during a s m a l l  
building boom. Adjacent to  the town on i t s  eastern boundary i s  an open f ie ld  which 
connects Spotsylvania with the Confederate cemetery and the Dabney Farm, a rural  mid-19th- 
century building complex containing two of i t s  original outbuildings. Scattered amidst 
thetwenty-fivebuildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  are 20th-century c m e r c i a l  and residential 
structures. h n g  the few intrusions in the d i s t r i c t  i s  a 7-Eleven store located on 
the south side of Route 208. 

ARCHITECTLTRAZ, ANALYSIS 

Located approximately ten miles sou:rhwest of Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania i s  a 
typical eastern Virginia county seat village. The linear camunity i s  situated alorg 
Route 208 a t  i t s  intersection with Route 608. Thrmhout the 19th century Route 208 served 
as the major road connecting Richmd and Fredericksburg. 

Topographically the area consists of low, rolling, open farmland. Iand density i s  
low, with nost buildings clustered near the road having open space to  their  rear. Because 
the open farmland to  the east of the village contributes to  its historical and visual 
setting, the land has been included i n  the d i s t r i c t .  

The buildings within the d i s t r i c t  l ine  both sides of Route 208. Dominating the 
village is the county courthouse built i n  1840 by Malcolm B. Crawford and extensively 
remodeled i n  1901 t o  cover war damage. The Rcman-Revival-style buildirg is fronted by 
a tetrastyle portico in the Tuscan order. The structure rests  on a shaded s w e  flanked 
on the east and south by 1930s office and storage buildings. Ihe town's ear l ies t  r a i n i n g  
building is a stuccoed, two-story, l a t e  18th-century building which functioned un t i l  
recently as the j a i l .  The building was w e d  from an earl ier  courthouse s i t e  t o  the 
soutkwest comer of the courthouse square i n  1840. 

Diagonally across Route 208 i s  the Spotswood Inn. The ca. 1800 two-story tavern 
has been enlarged by the addition of a rear e l l  and a two-level porch supported by massive, 
somewhat crude, Doric columns that stretch across the facade. South of the courthouse 
square are two antebellan structures, the Gothic Revival Berea Church constructed in  1856 
and the Federal-style Christ Church bui l t  i n  1841. Located east of the vil laze but within 
the d i s t r i c t  i s  the Dabney Farm, a canplex consisting of a brick, two-story, Federal-
style house and two 19th-century outbuildings. 

Spotsylvania witnessed a s n a l l  building b m  between 1895 and 1905, the period i n  
which the courthouse was remodeled. A t  that time the 'J.P.H. Crismond House was constructed. 
Situated a t  the southern boundary of the d i s t r i c t  on the west side of Route 20s the ca. 
1904 Queen Anne house has two stories covered by a hipped roof with intersecting gables 
distinguished by a two-story tower on the south end. A porch with turned posts and delicate 
f i l igree  brackets extends across the front elevation, 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 



8. Significance
-

Period Areas of S ign i f i cancecheck  and justify below 
-prehistoric -archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
-1400-1499 -archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
-1500-1599 -agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
-1600-1699 X architecture education military -social1 
-1700-1799 -art -engineering -music humanitarian 
1L1800-1899 -commerce -explorationisettlement -philosophy -theater 
H1900- -commun~cations -Industry - .politlcslgovernment transportation 

-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates Various BuilderiArchitect various 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STArnEbT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Spotsylvania Court House Historic District has achieved fame as the location of 
the batt le  of Spotsylvania Courthouse, one of the m s t  vicious and bloody strupgles of the 
k i c a n  C i v i l  ilar. The focal point of the d i s t r i c t  is the Ranan Revival courthouse, 
completed i n  1840 by Malcolm B. Crawford, who worked for Thomas Jefferson as a builder of 
the University of Virginia. The d i s t r i c t  also contains four other bu i ld ixs  that were 
standing a t  the time of the lky 1864 batt le  between Lee's and Grant's forces, including 
a ca. 1800 tavern, situated on what was formerly the main road fran Ricfimond to  kedericks- 
b u q  i n  the 19th century; t m antebellm churches; and a ca. 1840 l a t e  Federal fanrihouse, 
the residence from 1850 to  1875 of Spotsylvania County clerk R.C. Dabney and the only 
house t o  survive the Spotsylvania batt le .  Devastated by a r t i l l e ry  f i r e  the town did not 
experience a surge of prosperity un t i l  the end of the 19th century, resulting i n  major 
repairs and refacing to  the courthouse i n  1900 and i n  the construction of a number of sub- 
s tant ia l  frame residences, f ive  of which survive i n  a well-preserved state.  Also lyirg 
within the d i s t r i c t  boundaries i s  a beautifully landscaped Confederate cemetery, once the 
battlefield through which ran the main Confederate defense l ine  of earthworks protecting 
Lee's connumications with Riclanand. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Spotsylvania County was formed fran Essex, King and Queen, and King $ J i l l i a m  counties 
i n  1720 and named for  one of Virginia's foramst colonial governors, Alexander Spotswc~d. 
The original s i t e  of the county seat was Germanna, Spotswood's settlement i n  present-day 
Orange County. From 1732-1778, the county seat was a t  Fredericksburg. In 1779, the 
courthouse was located about 2.'; miles southwest of the present courthouse s i t e  on land 
deeded to  the county in  1779 and remained there un t i l  1840.l The only building of the 
la te  18th-century complex to  survive i s  the ca. 1781 j a i l .  Located to  the southwest of 
the present courthouse, the j a i l  was dismantled and moved brick by brick from i t s  original 
location t o  i t s  present s i t e  in 1839. 

One of the county's most distinctive crossroads is the present intersection of Route 
208 and Route 613, where a substantial ordinary has stood since the la te  18th century. A 
detailed map of the county drawn i n  1819-20 by John Wood shows this tavern or hotel as  
"Alsop's Tavern" which undoubtedly served travelers on the public road from K c k d  t o  
Fredericksburg. County tax records indicate that Sannsel Alsop was granted an ordinary 
operator's license i n  1813 and continued t o  operate the tavern along with a r e t a i l  store 
unt i l  1833. Prior to  1810, and possibly as  early as 1799, John Herndon owned and operated 
.the ordinary. 

(See Continuation Sheet $b 
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B 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property @4x. 101 acres  
Quadrangle name S ? ~ ~ ~ ~ l v a n i a ,Va .  Quadrangle scale 1:24000  
UTM References  

*u[2\7131810101 141;!b111817Q] I ; , p f + p l l l o It $ g p , l ( 5 i 2 p ]   
Zone Easting Northing , Zone Easting Northing  

Verbal boundary description and justification B e g k i n s  a t  a point on the  E s ide  of VA 6L3, approx-
imately 100' i'CW from the in te rsec t ion  of VA 613 and VA 208; thence approximately 130' mRJ 
along E s ide  of VA 613; thence approximately 380' 1E; thence a ? ~ r o x i m t e l v  200' SE t o  a 
point on N s ide  of VA 208 a~uroximately 383' >Eof in te rsec t ion  of VA 613 'and VA 208; thence 
List all States and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundari&gee COntlnuatlOn leet ii8 ) 

state N/A code county IJ/A code 

state i\T/A  code county I?/A code 

1I.Forum Prepared By 

nameititle Virginia His tor ic  L a n k k s  Comnission Staff  

organization Virginia His tor ic  Landnarks Cmnission date January 1983 

street & number 221 Governor S t r ee t   telephone (304) 786-3144 

city or town ~ c b d  state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic P~esesrwationOfficer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 2state -local  
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer tional ~ i ~ t ~ ~ i ~1966 (public L~~ preservation A C ~  89- 
66% 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in a1 Register and certifythat it has been evaluated  
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by  

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ 
2.  Bryan l,Litchell, Executive ilireFtor , :,< #   

J!ii'! L tS 1~133 title Virginia His tor ic  L a n k k s  C d s s i o n   date 

For NPS use only  
I hereby certify lhat this property is included in the National Register  

date 
Keeper of the National Register 

,,  
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4. (SWNERS OF PROPERTIES IN SPOTS~VANIACOURT HOUSE HISTORIC DISTRICT; 

Lot 142 Christ Episcopal Church Lot 67 Spotsylvania County (Berea Christian  
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 Church, Spotsylvania !bsem)  

c/o County Administrator  
Lot((A))8  William T. Hall, et al. P.O. Box 99  

P.O. Box 88 Spotsylvania, VA 22553  
Spotsylvania, VA 22553  

Lot 68 Loren L. and Eva M. Sealy  
Lot((2) )1A  Peter and IJaomi Poulos Route 6, Box 2 

P.O. Box 292 Spotsylvania, VA 22553  
Spotsylvania, VA 22553  

Lots 69; Janet T. Crismond, Trustee  
Lo ts ((A)) 2; Spotsylvania County ((A))7 Route 4,Box 18 
1 I .  2 c/o County Administrator Spotsylvania, VA 22553 

M r .  Stephen T.Foster 
Spotsylvania County Courthouse Lot 70 James R. and Leota T. Pendleton 
P.O. Box 99 Route 6,Box 6  
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 Spotsylvania, VA 22553  

Lot( (A))1  Evelyn Chewning Lots 144, Joh and Alice Alrich 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 147 Spotsylvania, VA 22553 

Lot((A))3 M.G. Crafton Lot 145 American Legion, P. 0. Box 51  
Route 4,Box 5 Spotsylvania, VA 22553  
Spotsylvania, VA 22553  

Lot 146 Ladies Mgnorial Association  
Lot((A)) 4  James E. Jarrell and R.L. Hicks Spotsylvania, VA 22553  

P.O. Box 127 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 Lot 144A James W. Sawdv 

Route 2, Box ~ 4 1  
Lots((A))5, W. Cary and Janet T. Crisnond Key Largo, Fla. 33037 

6 Route 4,Box 18 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 Lot 144B Southland Corporation 

2828 N. Haskell Ave. , Dallas,TX 75204 
Lots((4))Al; William J. Vakos, Jr.  

((2))lB P.O. Box 133 Lot 144C David A. Gardiner and G l e m  Shostack  
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 101 Central Park West  

New York, NY 10023  
Lots ((5)) LA, United Virginia Bank of Spotsylvania  

1B Spotsylvania, VA 22553  

Lot((4))B2  Court land Gardens 
P.O. Box 127 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 Please Note: Lot d e r s  correspond 

to Spotsylvania County Tax Maps 47 & 47A 


















